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For this edition, our contributors reflect on 
“Prayer”. 

 We hope that these articles serve to challenge and 
inspire our thinking about prayer as individuals, as 
churches, and as a movement.

The next edition of On Mission Journal is around the 
theme of Unity in Diversity. This is a fundamental core 
value and is always worth revisiting. We want to feature 
fresh stories of how this is being expressed amongst us 
as churches.

If you believe you have something to offer, then we 
would love to hear from you at admin@cocwa.com.au 
and we’ll send you a submission template.

Tania Watson
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Praying for Nation, State,  
and Community.

The Governor’s Prayer Breakfast (GPB) is an annual event where state leaders join with 
the WA Christian community in prayer.  Ben Johnston is on the organising committee 

for the event. We speak with him about why the GPB matters.

What is the dream for the GPB?

It’s the idea of uniting Christians in the name of Jesus 
and coming together across denominational borders. 
The greater goal of having unity in the name of Christ 
is always a priority for all Christian leaders. We are 
also demonstrating a commitment to the value of 
praying. We pray for the nation, the state, and local 
communities. The goal is always that the gospel of 
Jesus Christ is front and centre. It is made clear that 
this is a Christian – not religious – event. It is a positive 
and affirming way expressing our faith in the world.

Why do you think it’s important to be visible 
about praying for our leaders in this way? 

It sends the message to them that as Christians, we 
are not here to criticise, but to lift them up before the 
Lord, to pray for them by name, and for their families. 
We will treat them with respect. The GPB is 
not a political event. 

It makes a very positive statement from the Christian 
community when the Premier walks into a room and 
sees that over 1,000 people are there to pray for him. 
It’s a good experience! Plus, the Government leaders 
who don’t have a faith who come will always hear the 
testimony of the speaker.
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About Ben Johnston
Ben draws on his involvement 
with the National Prayer Break-
fast (Washington D.C.) and the 
Governor’s Prayer Breakfast 
(Illinois). He is the Lead Pastor of 
Subiaco Church. 

2018 will be the 26th GPB. Are you surprised 
that the GPB has been so well supported by 
successive Governors, Premiers, and politicians?

My experience with our leaders is that if you express 
your desire to pray for them, and they know it is a 
sincere desire, regardless of their faith, they don’t push 
back on that. Being lifted up in prayer is a positive 
experience. It’s not about the faith of the leader, it’s 
about the faith of the person and people praying.

What are the plans for 2018? 

Dr John Dickson will be the speaker this year. There 
are 4 main prayers, lead by representatives from 
Nation and state, Business and work, Community and 
the public sector, Youth and young adults. I have been 
asked to write the prayers again, so will be seeking 
God’s will on what to pray for as the day approaches. 
It’s in a larger venue this year, so we can fit more 
people in. I think it gets better every year!

What are your own hopes for this year’s event?

Churches of Christ is well represented on the board 
with me and 2 others, including the chairman. But we’d 
love to see more people from Churches of Christ come 
along on the morning and support the event. It’s held 
at a non-religious venue, so that it is not identified with 
a particular denomination.

As Christian leaders, we are showing commitment to 
the Christian unity and to the Lord by being there. It’s 
an extremely positive and energising experience and 
anyone can buy a ticket. If we have a big Christian 
event and no one shows up, that’s not a great 
statement!

The 2018 Governor’s Prayer Breakfast will be 
held on Friday 10 August. Find out more at 
gpbwa.org
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Prayer and 
the Presence 
of God
Tania Watson  

Have you ever noticed yourself having 
a sort of preoccupation with an aspect 
of God?  Perhaps you have noticed that 
you or others seem to always be talking 
about God as Father, for example. For 
many months, I have found myself being 
preoccupied with thoughts about God’s 
presence. 

I catch my mind turning over phrases from Scripture 
that speak about God’s presence. I notice that I can 
drift easily into imagination as my heart tries to apply 
Scripture and make it visual for my soul. My ears seem 
finely tuned to any scrap of conversation that concerns 
the word ‘presence.’ At the most random of times, 
the voice of a friend or preacher will appear front-
of-mind and I will hear them say something about 
God’s presence that has been recorded and is being 
replayed for my benefit like a favourite movie or song.   
I suppose this all to do with a redemptive-instinctive 
desire to be present to the presence of God.
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About the Author

Tania Watson

Tania Watson is the Executive  
Minister for Churches of Christ in WA

All of this thinking about God’s presence is having 
an effect on the way I pray.  Having spent years of my 
life swinging between a kind of prattling to God or 
pleading with him in times of anxiety, I now find myself, 
speechless … listening … waiting … 

In his book, “As Kingfishers Catch Fire”, Eugene 
Petersen’s wisdom helps me to understand how God is 
reforming the way I approach prayer:

Prayer is not a way in which we order things; it is a 
way in which we become ordered. The primary action 
in prayer comes from God, and more often than not 
he does not act in ways we can duplicate or even 
recognize at the time. Whether we like it or not, we 
enter a mystery when we pray.

Scripture is the Word of God 
understood, comprehended, honored. 
Prayer is the Word of God assimilated, 
absorbed, lived. Scripture without prayer 
has no soul; prayer without Scripture has 
no substance.

Just as the language of ecology 
demonstrates the interconnectedness of 
all things (air, water, soil, persons, birds 
etc.), so the language of prayer realizes 
the interconnectedness of all of the 
words of Scripture.

In prayer we do not act. God does. In 
prayer we do not develop a technology 
that sets the gears and pulleys of miracle 
in motion. We participate in God’s 
action. “Not my will but yours.”

Prayer, and the maturity it develops, 
cannot be done in a hurry. It cannot be 
forced into a schedule.

Prayer is speech at its most alive. The 
breath that is breathed into us by God 
we breathe back to God.

Mystery, silence, holiness … these are weighty words 
and concepts. They exist in stark contrast to a culture 
that is full of light and momentary distractions. It is the 
grace gift of God that he calls us to dwell deeply with 
Him: to know for sure that Christ is the anchor of our 
souls. It is in Christ that our lives are given weight and 
substance and true presence.

Inevitably, God’s presence teaches us how to pray.  
Helpfully, we have the wisdom of mature followers 
of Christ to help us learn. Eugene H. Petersen is one 
such person whose insights are like treasures that are 
too good not to share. “As Kingfishers Catch Fire” is 
a beautiful collection of Petersen’s sermons. Here are 
some of his gems relating to prayer.

As Kingfishers Catch Fire: A Conversation on the Ways of God 
Formed by the Words of God
Eugene H. Peterson 2017
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Ingredients of 
Effective Prayer
 

Take some time to read the prayers in Scripture. It’s 
amazing how brief they often are.  Notice for example, 
Jesus’ prayers for healing.  He says things like, “Arise!”  
Sometimes He says, “Come out!”  (That’s the long 
way to word it.) He doesn’t spend a great deal of time 
in all kinds of rhetoric.  He gets to the point, and He 
addresses things that only God himself can do.

About the Author

Martin Sanders

Extract from “Prayer That Makes A Difference” 

Dr Martin Sanders is a regular visitor to Perth and has had a long-term influence upon 
the vitality of Churches of Christ in WA through mentoring leaders.  

Prayer directly 
addresses things that 
only God Himself can do.
This is a key element of prayer.  In 
Jesus’ prayers that are recorded in 
Scripture, he doesn’t spend a lot 
of time talking about whatever he 
is asking God to do. His prayers 
are pointed and specific.  Jesus 
is not the only one in the New 
Testament to pray this way: Paul 
does too. Paul doesn’t use a lot 
of flowery language in his prayers, 
or what we might consider to be 
“spiritual talk”. He is fairly direct 
and pointed.

Prayer often deals with 
the realms of the spirit.
The prayers recorded for us 
in Scripture get past human 
experience and engage the spirit 
world – a world we know very 
little about. We often ask God for 
strength, health and hope, but 
we tend to make our requests in 
terms of what we can do in our own 
strength. The prayers in Scripture 
however, engage the forces of 
the spirit realm. That is where the 
battles are fought – the spiritual 
battles that Jesus has already won.  
Our job is to participate in these 
spiritual battles, to engage in the 
way through prayer on a level that 
addresses the realms of the spirit.

Prayer involves trusting 
God for the results.
Results are often not measurable.  
They are nebulous in Scripture 
because in many cases they are 
confined to the realms of the spirit 
– the work that God is doing. It’s 
often a process.  Don’t get caught 
up in trying to measure or quantify 
the results of your prayers. Trust 
those results to God.

Martin Sanders
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Listening to the prayers of little children 
can be an unforgettable delight. They are 
not the stylised or imitative like those of 
many churchgoers. 

It’s not that mature Christians intend to model a 
prescriptive style of prayer, but emulating those we 
admire is a human tendency. Luke presents the origin 
of the “Lord’s Prayer” as being like this. “Now Jesus 
was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, 
one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to 
pray...””   The “Our Father” was Christ’s reply, but what 
we often miss is that he went on to teach that such a 
good Father readily gives us his Spirit to help us .  

Later, Paul confirms that sharing in the intimacy of 
Father, Son and Spirit is the secret of delightful, 
unselfconscious prayer.  “For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are sons of God.  For you did not receive 
the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom 
we cry, “Abba! Father!””. If we feel guilty about the 
weakness of our prayer life, we are still subject to fear 
and enslavement. 

As a zealous young pastor, I’d ask, “Tell me about 
your prayer life?”. The most common response was, “I 
know I should be praying more.” I had led a sheep into 
a confession of spiritual immaturity; I had stirred up 
shame, the very feeling that chokes liberty in prayer. As 
a much older curator of souls I now know the remedy 
for shame is to lead people away from evaluating their 
own spiritual performance and point them exclusively 
to Christ. Paul was able to “pray constantly ” because 
his “I” had been “crucified with Christ  ”. Through 
the power of the cross his eyes were taken off his own 
ability or inability to pray so he depended solely on the 
one true Pray-er, Jesus . 

When, by grace, I stopped evaluating my prayers 
I came into a wonderful release to pray. As self-
centredness died, I started to share in Christ’s prayer 
relationship with the Father in the power of the Spirit. 
I knew in my heart I was included in the perfect circle 
of relationship in the Godhead . Time spent with the 
Lord in prayer is now the most treasured part of my 
life. Victory in prayer comes when we stop trying to be 
powerful pray-ers and learn to abide in the victorious 
prayer life of the Son of God .

Stop Trying to Pray 
Dr John Yates

Jesus himself is our satisfaction and the ultimate 
answer to all our prayers. Contentment in prayer 
comes when we let go of our self-taught image of what 
prayer should be and rest under the yoke of Christ  
. When Andrew Murray wrote, “It is the life which 
prays.”, he implied that there are no “right steps” to a 
fuller prayer life. Jesus has taught us that prayer is the 
fruit of a basic childlike trust in God as our heavenly 
Father. 

Does this mean we should be passive about prayer? 
Not at all. Since prayer is all about abiding in Jesus’ 
loving relationship with the Father we need to keep 
reading the scriptures, taking the sacraments, going 
to church etc. This is not to climb some ladder of 
spiritual success, but to be pointed through all these 
means of grace to the all sufficiency of the Son of God.  
Contentment in prayer flows from the strong presence 
of Christ in our hearts. Let’s be confident that “Our 
Father” has a plan sovereignly tailored to each of our 
lives to release us into the glorious intimacy of his 
relationship with Jesus.

Dear Father, please forgive me for being self-
centred in my thoughts and efforts when it comes to 
prayer. Strengthen my faith that my prayers are fully 
acceptable to you through the mediation of your 
beloved Son. Help me to trust that as I rely on Jesus 
you will give me the presence and power of the Holy 
Spirit who can effectively teach me how to pray. I ask 
all this in the sure name of Jesus. Amen

About the Author

Dr John Yates

Rev Dr. John Yates divides his time between spiritual 
direction and writing. He has been involved in estab-
lishing several marketplace networks in WA for Chris-
tian professionals. He is a part of the pastoral team 
at St Mark’s Anglican Bassendean where he works 

principally with men. He is passionate about prayerful 
prophetic teaching. 
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“One of the unique things about Living Grace Dianella 
is we have a range of beautiful places where people 
can come and pray. We call them sacred spaces, in 
the sense that they have intentionally been set apart 
for connection with God” says Monica O’Neil, Senior 
Minister of Living Grace Dianella.

People are welcome to sit in the chapel during the 
week in prayer, meditation and silence. “We also 
have a beautiful labyrinth, or prayer garden, and it’s a 
place for being quiet in your heart and settling things 
between you and God” says Monica. “This space 
reminds us to pause, still our minds and notice God”.

There is an established Christian tradition of using the 
labyrinth as a prayer walk, as a path of peace, prayer 
and contemplation. Rich in symbolism of the spiritual 
journey, the physical act of walking a path while 
praying reminds us we are not lost. The labyrinth has 
only one path leading into the centre and the same 
path leads back out. The green, outdoor labyrinth also 
has wooden benches around it, so people can feel free 
to linger and take all the time out they need.

“It’s a really lovely way we can remind the community 
that life is spiritual, and we are all on a journey of faith” 
says Monica. “We are happy to show people how to 
‘do’ the prayer walk, but we also leave some guide-
sheets available for people if they prefer to work it out 
alone and in private” says Monica. 

“In the same way that God continues to shape and 
grow us, our labyrinth and prayer garden are being 
shaped and nurtured! We have more we want to do 
with the sacred spaces, and hope they will continue 
to be beautiful, fragrant, quiet, lush places of life and 
restoration” she adds. “The garden and the chapel 
are really important parts of serving our community 
providing and accessible, safe, nurturing spiritual 
place”.

a place for grace
“If I had to do it over again, I’d spend more time in 

meditation and prayer and just telling the Lord how much 
I love him.”

Billy Graham. 2011 Interview

Monica O’Neil

Monica O’Neill is the Senior Min-
ister at Living Grace Dianella. She 
divides her time between this role 
and serving as Director of Vose 
Leadership at Vose Seminary.
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Prayer has always been a vein that has 
run through True North, but over the last 
few years, we have made it even more of 
a priority. We’ve emphasised prayer by 
having leaders and teams help build on 
the foundation already in place, and we 
have seen this strengthen the core within 
our Church. 

One way this has been encouraged has been 
through leaders and groups introducing different 
ways to communicate prayer requests. We 
encourage prayer before during, and after services, 
and during the week, where and whenever the needs 
arise. Other ways have included creating specific 
prayer meetings, introducing pray chains through 
What’s app, and Eldership Prayer days. Teams 
specifically pray for people to walk through our 
doors. The outpouring of this has seen an increase 
of men, women and couples just arriving on our 
doorstep because they felt led to go there. We are 
progressively seeing the hand of God move!

This accentuates our faith to confirm that prayer 
is a non-negotiable element to the health of 
church and encourages us to grow this ministry 
continuously. Prayer needs to be a talked about, 
magnified element of our belief in God. It can’t just 
be something we do in private. It is an essential part 
of our faith that brings unity and strength, not only 
to believers, but to those in our community yet 
reached. 

God delights in answering prayers that align with 
his will. But how do we know what God’s will is? The 
most reliable way to know is by reading his Word. As 
we seek God through Bible reading and prayer, we 
get to know his heart and gain wisdom and spiritual 
insight. This gives us a greater understanding of how 
to pray according to his will, and a greater chance of 
having our prayers answered.

Faith without prayer is fruitless. Today as God 
entrusts us to lead our Church, we desire to see God 
move. Already we have seen God do some incredible 
works of the Spirit and this drives us to want more! 
More of the move of the spirit, more lives changed, 
more people passionate for the things of God.

building a 
praying church
Dawn Turner

About the Author

Dawn Turner

Dawn Turner is an Elder at 
TrueNorth Church. She has an 
advanced diploma in Counselling 
and is a qualified Celebrant and 
recently stepped downs as a 
Chaplain from YouthCARE.

Below are some great books to consider.

The Pursuit of God - A.W. Tozer

River Dwellers – Living in the Fullness of the Spirit - 
Dr Rob Reimer

The Healing Presence: Curing the Soul Through 
Union with Christ - Leanne Payne
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a mini prayer memior
Donna Lamont

Have you ever been prayed for by 
children?

One Sunday morning in March 2017, I grabbed my 
takeaway coffee, pulled out of the carpark, was at 
a standstill waiting for a chance to turn right, and 
was promptly T-boned by a driver at full pelt. The 
distressed driver simply hadn’t seen me as she sped up 
the hill, and both of our cars were write-offs.

The next night I arrived at Boys Brigade where I was 
helping with the aged 5 to 7 section called Anchor 
Boys. Still stiff and sore from the startling thump, 
another officer undertook to pray for me and invited 
some of the Anchor Boys to join in. “Oh, that will be a 
great little lesson for the boys to demonstrate prayer” 
I thought to myself faithlessly, clearly missing the point 
entirely.

I sat on a chair in the middle and the group gathered 
around. Now these boys are so incredibly cute that 
during the prayer time I naturally did what my cat does 
when he doesn’t want me to know he is awake, and 
opened my eyes to narrow slits so I could survey the 
scene. I spotted Billy, then actually only 4, and not from 
a church home. Seeing his mop of blonde curls and 
enormous brown eyes, I sensed he wanted to join in 
but was too shy, so I opened my eyes fully and gave 
him an encouraging nod.

He stood up, gently laid a tiny hand on my upper 
arm, and then said aloud, quite authoritatively, “HEAL 
DONNA.” That was the end of any pain or problems 
associated with the car accident and was one of the 
most moving spiritual experiences I have had. 

Another event of significance in terms of prayer 
happened some 10 years prior. I had received some 
extremely upsetting news which would have a 
permanent and unwelcome effect on my life. I had 

not yet processed what had happened, so was not 
ready to talk to anyone about it. It was a Sunday 
night and I arrived at Metro church in the city when 
during the singing, a tsunami of emotion and panic 
came over me. Embarrassingly, I started sobbing. 
None of my friends knew what to do, but as I am not 
prone to displays of emotion, they knew something 
serious was going down. I was in no mood for probing 
questions – I was inconsolable. A lady, Joan, who I 
had never spoken with but I knew to be a pillar of the 
church, walked across the aisle and stood right up 
close to me. She tsktsked away the starers, and calmly 
started praying for me in tongues. She did not require 
anything of me. She did not ask me what was going 
on. She did not attempt to counsel me. She did not 
draw attention to us as a pair. She was literally a vessel 
for the Holy Spirit and in around three minutes, peace 
flooded me and my spirit was calmed. “I get it now. 
That’s what tongues are for,” I remember thinking 
afterwards. 

If, like me. you have been a Christian closer to decades 
than days, you have probably participated in prayer 
in many forms: alone, in a duo, via a written journal, in 
business meetings, in a small group, in church, with a 
friend over the phone, text, or email, etc. So you might 
appreciate how I would thank God for bringing both 
little faith-filled Billy and mature, wise warrior Joan in 
to my life at timely moments. God used them both to 
renew the fire and faith of prayer in most surprising 
ways.

About the Author

Donna Lamont

Donna Lamont is a Content 
Strategist with Helium Digital 
Marketing.
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Aboriginal  
Lord’s Prayer  

You are our Father, 
You live in Heaven 

We talk to You, Father, 
You are good. (repeat)

We believe Your Word, Father, we Your children. 
Give us bread today. (repeat)

We have done wrong, we are sorry. 
Help us Father, not to sin again. (repeat) 

Others have done wrong, to us
And we are sorry for them, Father today. (repeat)

Stop us from doing wrong, Father. 
Save us all from the evil one. (repeat)

You are our Father, You live in Heaven. 
We talk to You, Father, You are good. (repeat)
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The Aboriginal Our Father is a beautiful prayer that 
is usually sung. We have included a version here for 

your reflection.
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Quality websites at a  
fraction of the price.

Churches of Christ WA is working with  
Helium Digital Marketing to assist individual churches 
create functional, user-friendly websites.

CoCWA will provide the $1450 (ex gst) toward each 
website. For a standard One Day Website, the 
participating church will only need to pay $1450 (ex gst). 

A complete website in just one day!

The Helium team will set aside a whole day to work exclusively with 
each church to build a stunning website in 8 hours. By the end of the 
day, your website will be ready to go live.

Your new website will be mobile-responsive, search engine friendly, 
unique to your church and easy to maintain. We’ll also provide website 
training on the day.

Does your church need a website? 

Would you like one 
for half-price? 

This offer is limited to 8 churches and will be taken up on a 
‘first come, first served’ basis.

Email Tania to express your interest: Tania.Watson@cocwa.com.au
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Churches of Christ in WA
22 Plantation Street MENORA WA 6050

Mail to  PO Box 458 DIANELLA WA 6059

Phone  +61 8 9471 8500

Fax  +61 8 9471 8600

Web  www.cocwa.com.au

Email  admin@cocwa.com.au

Office Hours:  Tuesday-Thursday, 9am-4pm


