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29 And Moses said to Hobab the son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses’ father-
in-law, “We are setting out for the place of which the LORD said, ‘I will 
give it to you.’ Come with us, and we will do good to you, for the LORD 
has promised good to Israel.”30 But he said to him, “I will not go. I will 
depart to my own land and to my kindred.” 31 And he said, “Please do not 
leave us, for you know where we should camp in the wilderness, and you 
will serve as eyes for us. 32 And if you do go with us, whatever good the 
LORD will do to us, the same will we do to you.”

Eph 1:23 (msg)
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come with us

TANIA WATSON

Executive Minister

You may be tired of the negative social 
commentary in relation to the Christian 
Church in Australia and around the world. 
The critique is certainly justified in the face 
of revelations of the extent of abuse that 
has occurred within the broader church 
context which may be why this passage from 
Numbers has captivated my reflections for 
several months now.

I’m intrigued by the invitation of Moses 
to Hobab. With the cloud of the Lord’s 
presence right in front of his eyes, Moses 
extends the generous hospitality of God to 
Hobab. Moses does good to Hobab through 
affirmation and through invitation. We hear 
the echo of the Gospel news that whosoever 
will, may come into the community of Christ. 
The good news of Jesus is that through his 
life, death and resurrection, he welcomes us 
into life and freedom.  

British Pastor, Terry Virgo tells the story of 
coming across the words, “Come with us 
and we will do you good!” attached to the 
front door of a church in the UK. As I listened 
to his message I wondered how people 
would respond if we were to attach these 
same words of invitation to the entrances 
of our churches. How do we think the 
community would respond? Would they 
believe us? What about within the church 
community?  Would we believe each other?

The trouble with so much negativity in our 
social environment is that we run the risk of 
believing it ourselves. It is appropriate that 
we express sorrow and apology when we 
hurt and do damage. It is not appropriate 
that we retreat to the margins and sit quietly 
in the corner. Like Moses, we need to stand 
up, recognise that the Lord is always with 
us and get on inviting people into the good 
that God does for us.

What is the good that God does to 
us? Through Christ, He sets us free! 

Through Christ he becomes our peace. 
I’m increasingly convinced that it is our 
proclamation and demonstration of the 
peace of Christ, mediated through lives 
and churches, that is the goodness through 
which we can invite people into God’s 
welcome of eternal life and freedom.  

The invitation to “Come with us …” 
lives in the Objects of our Association. 
I recently reviewed the Objects and as I 
read through them, I was struck by the 
generosity expressed in the ways that we 
have articulated our purposes. Our desire 
is to do good to one another, expressed in 
practical ways through which we seek to fulfil 
the mission of Christ. For this reason, we 
have asked each person who serves on our 
staff team or on our Board or committees to 
reflect on why it is that they give so much 
of their time and energy.  The responses 
in this report are just a small sample of the 
goodness that exists and is shared across 
our family of churches as people gather 
through networking, events and the sharing 
of prayer, resources and encouragement. 
This goodness that we do to and for each 
other as we share in the mission of Christ is 
not something that is easy to measure, but it 
exists and it’s appropriate to pause and give 
thanks.

From all of us on the COCWA Board, 
Committees and Team, thank you for the 
privilege of serving and supporting the 
churches and partners of our Association. 
May the invitation to “Come with us 
…” be heard with increasing clarity in 
Western Australia as we live deeper into 
the goodness of Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Saviour.
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cocwa on mission team

BARRY THYGESEN
MINISTERS IN RETIREMENT

ARMIT KHARIA 
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT DEVELOPMENT 

BILL ADDISON 
MINISTRY SUPPORT MINISTER

JONO VOSE 
KIDS VISION

My purpose in this ministry of “Support 
to Retired and Retiring Ministers” is to 
assist our ministers to refocus on God’s 
perspective on retirement, and live counter 
culture lives where we may even have our 
most significant contribution as a follower of 
Jesus still ahead of us.

Seeing emerging generations recognise 
that the Kingdom of God is worth living and 
dying for. As we look to equip and empower 
teams of people all over our state to better 
serve the youth and young adults in their 
communities, our desire is to influence wider 
culture and to have young people who are 
committed to loving God and loving others.

It is a genuine privilege for me to celebrate 
with our churches and leaders. Together we 
share Gospel stories of how our God is at 
work in us - developing faith, hope and love; 
and through us as He reaches out with His 
life changing message of Good News. It is 
a privilege to be invited to come alongside 
churches and leaders as together in Christ, 
we navigate the relational tensions and 
differing perspectives and expectations that 
are a part of being in community. 

One of the great joys I have coming alongside 
the Kids Vision team, is connecting and 
engaging Kids Ministry Pastors, Leaders and 
Team Members to each other within the COCWA 
movement.  There is something powerful 
that happens when people realise they are 
appreciated, seen and that they are not alone on 
their journey. The challenges of building God’s 
kingdom don’t feel so daunting and victories 
can be shared together. It has been such a joy 
to see Kids Ministry Leaders and their teams 
connect and be encouraged, learn together and 
celebrate one another. It brings me great hope 
for the future to see kids ministries develop 
strength though a growing support network.

these are the people committed to empowering and encouraging 
our churches.
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PETER BARNEY 
NEW WORKS MINISTER

SIENNY WAHONO 
FINANCE MANAGER

JOHN HUTCHINSON
MINISTRY SUPPORT MINISTER

JEREMY BOURDON
SPORTS MINISTER

Returning last year to work within the 
Churches of Christ movement, I was 
reminded of how unique it is to be a 
movement that is held together by a shared 
purpose of reflecting the love of Christ to all 
people.  In a time where there is uncertainty 
about our future, many organisations are 
aiming to hold together through hierarchy 
or allowing controlling individuals to seize 
power. I am so excited to be a part of a 
project where we aim to stay together 
through the bonds of a common love for 
Jesus, a passion for all people and practicing 
the discipline of staying united while 
allowing diversity. It may just be the most 
exciting project to be a part of.

It is a privilege for me develop and manage 
the Bookkeeping service. This service 
provides churches time and freedom and it is 
evident that this service is having a positive 
impact on churches. Churches have noted 
that using COCWA bookkeeping services 
gives them more clarity, understanding 
and control over every aspect of their 
finances. When we are using God given 
gifts and passions to bless one another, 
the body of Christ will flourish. It is such a 
joy for me to see that my qualification in 
finance can contribute to churches growth 
in the COCWA movement, by providing 
confidence and peace to their financial 
circumstances. It would be a pleasure to 
minister to any new churches who would be 
interested in this service.

I never get tired of encouraging and 
inspiring people towards a closer and more 
intimate knowledge and experience of 
God. It is a great privilege to be able to do 
this as I share and pray with many of our 
COCWA ministers and leaders. Personally 
and corporately when the direction of our 
heart is toward God and we join together on 
mission, I am excited about the possibilities 
where we can be a reflection of Jesus’ love 
in and through our churches. 

I love that I get to help churches and 
communities look after the whole person, 
from encouraging an active and healthy life 
to dealing with the mental, emotional, and 
spiritual side as well. We can often times 
loose the focus on how our physical health 
directly correlates with our spiritual health so 
it excites me that Church of Christ and On 
Mission Games specifically has brought this 
into the forefront. 
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COLIN BATTERSBY 
GMP PARTNERSHIP COORDINATOR WA

JOHN INGHAM 
YOUTH VISION

JO ELLERY
ADMINISTRATION

KATE WHEATLEY
ADMINISTRATION

Relationships is at the centre of why I 
love what I do within our movement. It’s a 
real privilege to walk alongside others in 
ministry and to see how God can take the 
broken things of our lives (and this world) 
and redeem them for his purposes. No two 
days are the same  - every new conversation 
and experience is an opportunity for 
God to “show up” in surprising ways as 
we participate in his ministry of love and 
reconciliation. 

It is a privilege to work and use my gifts in 
administration at COCWA. I am surrounded 
by people who love God and are passionate 
about encouraging the church communities 
to grow in their faith and service for Christ. 
This is a huge blessing for me.

I am able to use my love for communicating 
with people all throughout the day. Each 
person that emails, calls or talks to me is 
communicating something that is important 
to them, which needs to be passed onto 
another person, group of people or the 
entire COC movement. I just love that!

I do what I do because I want to see youth 
ministries go further than even before. It 
is so important that as churches and youth 
ministries we stand together united. What 
we are able to do together is better than 
what we can do alone. I love being a part 
of the ALL-in events that bring churches 
together because as the wider church 
movement gathers we are inspired by the 
bigger picture and begin to see what the 
‘church’ as a whole is really capable of. 
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Beckenham Community Church
Bridgeley Church of Christ
Bridgetown Church of Christ
Bruce Rock Church of Christ
Bunbury Aboriginal Christian Fellowship
Carnarvon Church of Christ
Church @ The Stadium
Church of Christ Albany
Church of Christ Bassendean
Church of Christ Bullcreek
Church of Christ Collie
Church of Christ Kalgoorlie
Church of Christ, Wembley Downs
City Church of Christ Perth
Cornerstone Church of Christ
Corrigin Church of Christ
Dalkeith Road Church of Christ
Dowerin Church of Christ
Dunsborough Church of Christ
Eastlake Church
Elevate Church
Encounter Church
Esperance Church of Christ 
Foothills Church of Christ
Fremantle Church of Christ
Geraldton Church of Christ
Harvey Church of Christ
Indonesian Family Church
Jesus Central
Jesus es el Camino
Kalamunda Church of Christ
Kingsley Church of Christ

Lake Gwelup Christian Church
Lifestreams Christian Church
Lifestreams  Karawara
Living Grace Dianella Church
Maylands Church of Christ
Merredin Church of Christ
Morawa Church of Christ
Mount Pleasant Church of Christ
Mukinbudin Church of Christ
Narembeen Church of Christ
New Spring Church
Nollamara Church of Christ
Noranda Church of Christ
Norseman Community Church
Perth Arabic Christian Centre
Rockingham Church of Christ
Roleystone Community Church
Serpentine Church of Christ
Shalom House Church
South Bunbury Church of Christ
Southern River Church
Spires Life Church
Subiaco Church of Christ
The Rocks Ministry
Thornlie Church of Christ
True North Church - Merriwa
Valley Church of Christ
Warnbro Community Church
Warwick Church of Christ
Westcity Church of Christ
York Church of Christ

The Bethanie Group
Bethesda Hospital
Building Extension Mutual Fund
Churches of Christ Sport and Recreation
Connections Counselling WA
Crossways Community Services
Initiate Australia
Moorditj Keila
Shalom House Group
Sonlife Ministries

churches & partners

properties committee

churches partners

JESS RADNEY
ARCHITECT

TANIA WATSON
EXECUTIVE MINISTER

AUDREY KO
LAWYER

SIMON OEIJ
REAL ESTATE BUSINESS 
OWNER

JOLENE GRIFFITHS
CHAIRMAN, PROPERTY 
REDEVELOPMENT

LARRY LUONG
PRIVATE CLIENT MANAGER
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board & COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS

RYAN LADEN
COCWA BOARD 
CHAIRPERSON

My time as the Chair of our associational 
board is quickly coming to an end. It has been 
a pleasure to serve the Lord by serving the 
interests of our association.

Before I go, I wanted to stop and focus our collective 
attention on the number one most important aspect of our 
movement of churches that has been wildly important to me 
as I have served in this capacity.

For me, I hold the primacy of the local church up as the 
single most compelling reason for my involvement in the 
affairs of this association of churches. Said another way, I 
believe the local church is the purpose and the focus of our 
association. Our organised collection of local churches that 
we call an association exists to further the mission of the local 
church. All else that we do falls under this top level priority. 
Without the will and the sacrifice of the local church, there 
would be nothing called COCWA, there would be nothing to 
organise and mobilise in our board meetings.

It has been my pleasure to serve and to sacrifice for this 
mission. I would not be as willing to sacrifice my time or 
treasure in the service of anything smaller or less compelling. 
No other agency or organisation compares to the richness 
and purpose of the local church. Nothing.

As such, I will continue to support our association long after 
I have been replaced and forgotten because our work is 
eternal and essential. 

Thank you for being a part of the mission. 
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JOLENE GRIFFITHS
CHAIRPERSON PROPERTIES 
COMMITTEE 

KEVIN-NEIL WARD
COCWA BOARD MEMBER 

DONELLE RIVETT
COCWA BOARD MEMBER 

AUDREY KO 
PROPERTIES COMMITTEE 
MEMBER

I have always been intrigued by the way God chose skilled, 
knowledgeable and able workers filled with the Spirit of God to 
build the temple; a space that reflected His glory. The walls and 
floors of the Temple shaped by craftsman became a space filled 
with wonder and warmth; Gold. Silver. Timber. Beauty. Strength. 
This inspires me to encourage churches to create spaces that 
draw people into the presence of God. Spaces that echo the 
warm, tender and kind welcome of God’s presence. I want to 
see a time where churches grow and thrive in ways we have not 
yet imagined.  I want to use whatever knowledge and skill I have 
to encourage and empower COCWA and the future church as it 
explores the locations and buildings where are children and children’s 
children will see and worship Jesus more, fully and differently.

As the Senior Chaplain at Fresh Start Recovery Program, I 
sincerely believe the church has a crucial role to play in the 
journey of recovery from addiction. There is a huge growth 
in addiction among our community: not just drug use such as 
alcohol, opioids and methamphetamine, but also internet and 
porn addiction. Ideally, people need to seek treatment and 
rehabilitation from appropriate organisations (such as Shalom 
House, Esther House, Teen Challenge, Fresh Start Recovery and 
others), but the final stage of recovery (long term maintenance) 
involves accountability and community support – the very things 
the church is positioned to offer. Churches of Christ in WA have 
an opportunity to look at ways we can provide safe spaces 
of acceptance, forgiveness and growth, places to embrace 
repentance and redemption, bringing Christ-shaped love to one 
another and to the world around us. 

Our role on the Board is to serve our Churches in a way that 
honours and supports ministry and mission not only in your 
church, but across our churches in WA. For me, my service is to 
use the gifts, experience and expertise that I have been given the 
opportunity to develop along the way, and use them to honour 
God. It’s a privilege to be able to serve the wider Churches of 
Christ community as a Board Member for our association. My 
hope is that the work that I do at the Board and committee level, 
supports and strengthens churches to bring the love and peace of 
Christ to our communities and beyond.

As a lawyer, I am trained to think from a legal point of view and 
have been able to contribute from that perspective. However, 
I have always felt it is also important to view matters from a 
compassionate angle. It has been particularly rewarding for 
me to see churches (big and small, all going through different 
seasons and cycles) thrive with the support and encouragement 
of CoCWA and the Properties Committee. To see God working 
through His church and its members and to experience the 
passion His people have to obey His commands to “make 
disciples of all nations” has in turn encouraged me in my own 
walk with God. I consider it a privilege to serve on the Properties 
Committee and am humbled by the fact that God considers me 
worthy to serve Him in this way.
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LARRY LUONG
PROPERTIES COMMITTEE 
MEMBER

WERNER SOONTIENS
COCWA BOARD MEMBER 
& FINANCE COMMITTEE 
MEMBER

JESS RADNY
PROPERTIES COMMITTEE 
MEMBER

SIMON OEIJ
PROPERTIES COMMITTEE 
MEMBER

I am often reminded of 1 Peter 4:10. My own experiences 
(through life & work) are unique as we all walk along different 
paths in life. The destination however is similar - we are all 
called to God at different times, to serve a purpose, to help 
our brothers & sisters take an extra step forward. I enjoy 
the collective experiences of many so that we make well-
informed decisions. Seeing churches prosper as we work On 
Mission together reaffirms my own walk with Christ.

My wife and I have been living by the motto we ‘help where 
we can’ for a very long time. Doing this, we hope to ‘bless 
where we can’.  For us the blessing of others, sometimes in 
a well-planned and orchestrated way, sometimes absolutely 
random, is mostly an intention of passing blessing forward. 
So, I hope to alleviate burdens, show kindness and infuse 
grace. For me, being a member of the COCWA Board 
and the Finance Committee (who does not love a budget 
meeting?) is simply bringing aspects of life experience 
and understanding, knowledge and insights of commerce 
education, and sharing these.  As such I hope to be the part 
of His church that I am supposed to be during this season of 
life. 

God gives us good gifts and what a privilege it is to use 
mine in Architecture to bring to the Properties Committee. I 
hope to contribute by helping to spark creative ways that the 
church can inhabit our communities. My role reminds me of 
an image of a wolfpack I saw recently. The oldest and sickest 
wolves go in front of the pack, next some of the strongest 
to protect, then the rest in the middle, another three of the 
strongest to protect from the rear. Finally, the leader trails the 
end ready to run in any direction required to protect his pack. 
This type of leadership is what Christ demonstrated and 
what we hope to emulate through our commitment to serve 
COCWA. 

Serving on the properties sub-committee of COCWA is a 
privilege and great opportunity to be involved in the future 
growth of God’s kingdom in WA. Hearing stories of past 
committee members and the impact that they have had 
on churches motivates me to want to build a legacy for the 
future. Legacy provides a pathway to further God’s kingdom 
as we sow generously into the future so that we gift potential 
not burdens. Serving at COCWA reminds me that we are 
here to work together in bringing people to Jesus now and in 
the future through seeds sown in real estate acquisition and 
good stewardship.
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HENRY THONG
COCWA BOARD MEMBER

JOSH NIPPS
COCWA BOARD MEMBER 

My name is Henry Thong and I am humbled by an 
opportunity to use my 30+ years of financial management 
experience in the Churches of Christ setting. Of recent 
years I have been consulting to small start-up companies. 
These often-struggling companies have some of these 
characteristics - great vision, passionate people, short on 
funds, sometimes shy on risk-taking, sometimes risk-prone 
to their peril. They do have some similarities to “us” don’t 
they? I’m motivated by the thought that to grow the Church, 
we need to tap into the financial and non-financial resources 
within the Church to do so. It is becoming more difficult 
to survive in our cocoons of faith. I am challenged by the 
parable of the talents (Matt 25) and how might faithfully and 
wisely leverage our financial and human assets to expand 
the Kingdom by spreading the gospel, to build into our next 
generation (the youth) and champion good works that stem 
from the love of Christ. 

It has been a privilege to serve on the Churches of Christ WA 
board for the last 4 years. I am a firm believer in the hope 
that Christ brings is best seen through the love of the local 
church.  The body of Christ is captured best when love is 
displayed in and through His people.  When I think about this 
movement, one which I have been a part of all my life - I am 
excited and encouraged for God’s Kingdom flourishing in all 
of Western Australia.
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Through the past 2 years, COCWA has been working closely with the 
Youth Vision staff and Executive team to review the ministry of Youth 
Vision. 

KIDS & youth vision

Building on the solid legacy and foundation 
of Youth Vision, this ministry has now come 
within the direct oversight of the COCWA 
Board.  This move reflects the high level of 
trust that exists between the Youth Vision 
Executive and the COCWA Board.  More 
importantly, it reflects the deep concern 
shared by COCWA and Youth Vision in 
relation to the challenges being faced by the 
churches in their mission to support families 
to raise their children into faith in Christ.
 
An analysis of annual statistical data 
collected from all COCWA churches 
indicates that whilst there is continued 
growth across adults in the Movement, there 
is a growing gap between adults and the 
numbers of youth and children.  Since the 
reintroduction of Kids Vision, the numbers 
of children has risen slightly, but both sets of 
statistics are concerning.  
 

A specific research project into youth 
ministry is due to be given to the COCWA 
Board in November 2018.  We look forward 
to sharing this with the churches so that 
together, we can share in the challenge to 
reach young people with the Good News of 
Jesus in ways that they can understand and 
access.
 
In the meantime, we are celebrating the 
great work being done by parents, youth 
leaders and volunteers.  Through this past 
year, Youth Vision have seen increased 
participation in their Merge Nights and the 
reintroduction of the Edge Camp.  State 
Youth Games, in close partnership with 
CCSRA continues to stand as one of the 
premier Christian youth events in WA.  
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PROPERTIES & FUNDS

PROPERTY SNAPSHOTS:

16

The COCWA Finance and Properties Committee have commenced a 
review of COCWA’s assets in order to assess COCWA’s ongoing capacity 
to leverage these for the benefit of churches into the future. 

Key financial challenges already identified 
relate to the ongoing funding for Kids 
and Youth Vision.  Both of these ministries 
have some legacy funding but this will not 
support the long term provision of ministry.
 
The COCWA Properties Committee is 
looking at ways in which the property assets 
can be leveraged for the purposes of future 
property needs but also as a means by which 
people can be supported through equipping 
and training.  
 
Our Association is blessed by people who 
are bringing their business skills to the task 
of stewardship.  We look forward to inviting 
a broader group of people from across the 
Churches to share their ideas and expertise 
in 2019.  

3.3% reduction in the value of COCWA 
property assets due to Valuer General land 
valuation changes.

The Binningup Church Property was gifted to 
COCWA for the benefit of Binningup and the 
broader Churches as a Retreat Centre. The 
Binningup Church community continues to 
meet weekly.

COCWA supports churches through access 
to properties.  This means a saving of at least 
$100,000 annually in savings for churches 
who may otherwise have to pay for access to 
properties.

In 2019, we expect to have acquired at least 
one new large parcel of land north of Perth.  
The Committee is also looking at land east and 
south of Perth.

Custodianship of the Hedland properties is 
being transferred to GMP as a direct means by 
which the Aboriginal people of Hedland can 
have ownership for their own missional future.

The Revolving Capital Fund currently has 6 
interest free loans out to churches totalling 
$350,000. 
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Disruption has fast become the 
new normal of life in Australia. This 
is having a direct impact on the 
life and wellbeing of churches as 
the way in which people access 
worship, teaching and Christian 
community connection changes. 

Through our COCWA Research plan (funded 
through a Bethanie Gift), we are collecting 
stories, learnings and ideas from across 
the churches. We’ve also been making lots 
of connections with the broader Christian 
community: forming person-to-person 
links with people who are exploring similar 
ministry ideas.
 
So far we’ve identified that there are some 
really good ministry initiatives germinating. 
We look forward to developing plans next 
year with Churches in the hope that we 
can see COCWA’s resources help to feed 
and fertilise Gospel initiatives: from church 
planting to missional enterprises to seeing 
people trained and equipped.

new works
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Beckenham Community Church
Bridgeley Church of Christ
Bridgetown Church of Christ
Bruce Rock Church of Christ
Bunbury Aboriginal Christian Fellowship
Carnarvon Church of Christ
Church @ The Stadium
Church of Christ Albany
Church of Christ Bassendean
Church of Christ Bullcreek
Church of Christ Collie
Church of Christ Kalgoorlie
Church of Christ, Wembley Downs
City Church of Christ Perth
Cornerstone Church of Christ
Corrigin Church of Christ
Dalkeith Road Church of Christ
Dowerin Church of Christ
Dunsborough Church of Christ
Eastlake Church
Elevate Church
Encounter Church
Esperance Church of Christ Christian 
Fellowship
Foothills Church of Christ
Fremantle Church of Christ
Geraldton Church of Christ
Harvey Church of Christ
Indonesian Family Church
Jesus Central
Jesus es el Camino
Kalamunda Church of Christ

Kingsley Church of Christ
Lake Gwelup Christian Church
Lifestreams Christian Church
Lifestreams  Karawara
Living Grace Dianella Church
Maylands Church of Christ
Merredin Church of Christ
Morawa Church of Christ
Mount Pleasant Church of Christ
Mukinbudin Church of Christ
Narembeen Church of Christ
New Spring Church
Nollamara Church of Christ
Noranda Church of Christ
Norseman Community Church
Perth Arabic Christian Centre
Rockingham Church of Christ
Roleystone Community Church
Serpentine Church of Christ
Shalom House Church
South Bunbury Church of Christ
Southern River Church
Spires Life Church
Subiaco Church of Christ
The Rocks Ministry
Thornlie Church of Christ
True North Church - Merriwa
Valley Church of Christ
Warnbro Community Church
Warwick Church of Christ
Westcity Church of Christ
York Church of Christ

The Bethanie Group
Bethesda Hospital
Building Extension Mutual Fund
Churches of Christ Sport and Recreation
Connections Counselling WA
Crossways Community Services
Initiate Australia
Moorditj Keila
Shalom House Group
Sonlife Ministries

churches & partners

properties committee

churches partners

JESS RADNEY

ARCHITECT

TANIA WATSON

EXECUTIVE MINISTER

AUDREY KO

LAWYER

HEDLEY BOND

RETIRED ENGINEER

JOLENE GRIFFITHS

CHAIRMAN, PROPERTY 
REDEVELOPMENT

LARRY LUONG

PRIVATE CLIENT MANAGER

Partner contributions  
and donations 

35%
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Partner contributions  
and donations 

35%

income

expenses

Church Contributions 

29%
insurance

26%

40%
of COCWA Ministry Team time is given 

towards pastoral support

45%
of COCWA Ministry Team time - 
assisting church boards and 

leadership teams

15%
developing church  
support resources

interest on funds

10%

FINANCIAL 
SNAPSHOT

19

Our greatest investment is into people, 
both the COCWA Staff team who 
deliver services and support directly to 
people. Operational support includes the 
management of the COCWA insurance 
programme, COCWA Bookkeeping 
Service and the delivery of the COCWA 
Safe programme. The COCWA 
Operations Team also provides direct 
assistance for Churches in relation to 
Constitutions and property matters. This 
year the Team has also worked hard to 
help churches and ministers in the wind-
up of the Minister’s Long Service Leave 
scheme (MEBS). 

COCWA providing funding support for churches who 
have undertaken website and rebranding projects through 
Helium Digital Marketing.

COCWA direct funding into the leadership development 
of people through events: On Mission Together Annual 
Retreat (with Dr Rob Reimer) to individual sponsorships for 
people in the Arrow Leadership Programme.

COCWA has committed to seed funding the On Mission 
Sports Minister (Jeremy Bourdon) for 3 years in partnership 
with CCSRA.

We are deeply appreciative of the generosity of Bethanie 
who approached COCWA with an offer to fund the On 
Mission Developer (Peter Barney) role for 3 years.
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